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The youth sailing program 
will be administered by the 

Central Lincoln County YMCA.  Children can 

sign up for morning or afternoon week-long day 

camp sessions run out of DLWAôs Jefferson 

office. This program will expand the YMCAôs 

reach to northern Lincoln County and will pro-

vide the only day camp for 

children on the lake. Volun-

teers will be needed!  For 

more information about 

signing children up for the 

program, contact the Cen-

tral L inco ln County 

YMCA, 563-3477. 

   Hooked on Fishing, is a fun and educa-

tional event from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on June 12 at 

Damariscotta Lake State Park (bad weather 

date: June 13).  Children will have the opportu-

nity to learn how to fish (catch and release), 

participate in on-shore activi-

ties and take a boat ride 

to fishing spots around 

the lake.  Lunch will be 

provided.  .  Please regis-

ter for boat rides in ad-

vance by contacting 

DLWA at 549-3836 or 

Julia@dlwa.org. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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The Hydrilla fight  
   Hydrilla, found in Damariscotta Lake last fall, 

is known as the worst invasive aquatic plant in 

North America, and it is found in only one other 

water body in Maine ï Pickerel Pond in Limer-

ick.  Left unchecked, Hydrilla can take over a 

lake, choking out native plants and animals and 

disturbing or preventing fishing, boating, swim-

ming and other recreation.  In other parts of the 

state, infestations of invasive aquatic plants have 

caused property val-

ues to drop by up to 

20 percent.  The 

Maine Department 

of Environmental 

Protection has worked to contain and remove the 

small infestation found last 

year, by blocking off the 

lagoon and pulling the 

plant by hand.  Herbicide 

use is being considered. 

   DLWAôs job is to see if 

the plant is growing any-

where else in the lake.  

Damariscotta Lake has 

around 45 miles of shore-

line, so patrolling the en-

tire lake is a huge under-
(Continued on page 2) 

LOOK FOR  

INVASIVE 

AQUATIC PLANTS  

SAIL  

Summer 2010 will be a busy one for DLWA!  

programs to improve recreational opportunities on the lake 

for youth, and the challenge of preventing the spread of Hy-

drilla, a dangerous invasive aquatic plant that 

was found in the lake last fall.   

Volunteers are needed for several programs.  
FISH 
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Hydrilla  Maine Lakes 

Volunteer Program photo 

Outdooralabama.org 
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ON THE WATER 

   DLWA seeks volunteers, 

fishermen and non-fishermen 

alike, to help out.  The pro-

gram is a collaboration be-

tween DLWA, Knox County 

Bass Masters, Lincoln County 

Fish & Game, Kieve-Wavus 

Camps, Whitefield Lions 

Club, Maine Bureau of Parks 

and Lands and Maine Inland 

F is he r ies  &  W i ld l i f e 

(MF&W).  According to 

MF&W, which coordinates the 

program on a state level, 65 

percent of youth involved in 

the program had never fished 

before, 70 percent of those 

who had never fished continue 

to fish and 80 percent became 

more aware of the environ-

ment. 

Fishing   Continued from page 1 

INVASIVE AQUATIC 

PLANT  

PATROL TRAININGS  
 

   Volunteers can make a big impact 

this summer by volunteering as in-

vasive plant patrollers.  Four train-

ings in plant identification and 

patrol techniques will be provided 

by DLWA at various locations 

around the lake.  After attending 

one of the trainings, volunteers 

will be assigned a small area of the lake (less than ½ mile of 

shoreline, near their homes) to patrol once annually for the next 

few years. 

   These trainings are scheduled for Monday, June 21 from 6-8 

p.m. at the DLWA office in Jefferson; Saturday, July 10 from 9-

11 a.m. at the Friends Meeting House in Damariscotta; Sunday, 

July 25 from 2-4 p.m. at the DLWA office; and Thursday, August 

5 from 9-11 a.m. at the Nobleboro Town Office.  Please register 

in advance by contacting Julia Davis at 549-3836 or 

Julia@dlwa.org. 

   The VLMP Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants is offering an 

Invasive Plant Patroller Introductory Workshop on July 15, 2:30-

8:30 p.m. at the DLWA office. A Field Methods Workshop will 

be offered on August 14, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Damariscotta Lake. 

COURTESY BOAT INSPECTIONS 
 

   Since 2006, DLWAôs Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) volunteers have educated boaters and 

checked boats and trailers for fragments of invasive aquatic plants at the state boat launch on Route 

213 in Jefferson.  Volunteers have made several ñstops,ò thereby protecting Damariscotta Lake from 

infestation.  In 2010, DLWA is seeking new and returning CBI volunteers for expanded hours at the 

Route 213 launch.  Volunteering as an inspector is a fun way to spend time at a boat launch, meet 

new people and do good for the lake.  Training will be held May 22, though on-the-job training is 

available if you canôt make that date.  Please register in advance by contacting Julia Davis. 

   Remember, always check your boat and trailer for plant fragments on your way 

in and out of any water body! 

taking.  Thatôs why DLWA is asking for your help.  The hope is to 

recruit more than 100 teams of people to each patrol a small sec-

tion of shoreline.  These patrols can happen any time from late 

June to September.  DLWA will provide equipment and training 

in plant identification and patrol techniques.   

Hydrilla    Continued from page 1 

Volunteer Courtesy Boat In-

spectors look for invasive 

plant hitchhikers and educate 

boaters. 
Maine Lakes  

Volunteer Program Photo 

Volunteers build bucket scopes at the 

DLWA office. The scopes will be 

used by volunteers to look for inva-

sive plants.         Julia Davis photo 
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BOATING SPEED SURVEY 
 

   If you have returned the survey from the last 

newsletter, thanks!  If not we would like to 

know your feelings about boat operating 

speeds on the lake.  If you do not have one, and 

would like to respond, let us know, and weôll 

mail it to you. 

   All factors taken into account, Damariscotta 

Lake appears to have withstood the effects of 

the severe 2009 spring and summer weather 

well.  During the past two decades, DLWA has 

undertaken a great deal of work to stabilize ar-

eas of soil erosion in the watershed.  Such ef-

forts help to protect the lake from the effects of 

extreme weather on water quality.  
 

   The 2009 lake monitoring season will long be 

remembered for the extreme period of nearly 

continuous rainfall from spring through mid-

summer.  With watershed soils almost continu-

ously saturated with water for several months, it 

is likely that Damariscotta Lake received higher 

than normal amounts of stormwater runoff from 

the rain.  Watershed runoff from developed ar-

eas typically carries relatively high concentra-

tions of the nutrient phosphorus, which stimu-

lates the growth of algae in lake water, resulting 

in reduced water clarity, and cause oxygen lev-

els in the water to decline over time.  Heavy 

runoff may also carry high concentrations of 

sediment from soil erosion; and it causes wet-

lands in the lake watershed to flush, resulting in 

relatively high levels of natural water color.  
 

   Water clarity readings taken during baseline 

sampling of the lake on August 28 were close to 

the seasonal historical average for each of the 

three basins.  Total phosphorus samples were 

very close to the historical average for the three 

basins.  Chlorophyll-a 

samples (a measure of 

the concentration of al-

gae in the water) were 

consistently high for all 

three sampling stations 

in the lake, indicating 

moderate algae growth 

throughout the lake dur-

ing late August. 

 

   Dissolved oxygen lev-

els in each of the basins 

of the lake were similar 

WATER QUALITY REPORT 2009  
(Excerpted from 2009 preliminary water quality report, 

Scott Williams, Aquatic Biologist, LWRMA) 

to historical levels during late summer.  Oxygen 

was depressed in the Great Bay area, and se-

verely depleted in both Muscongus Bay and the 

South Arm of the lake. Phosphorus samples 

taken near the bottom of the lake at the Mus-

congus and South Arm monitoring stations were 

significantly elevated over surface levels, indi-

cating that phosphorus was likely being released 

from the bottom sediments as a result of the low 

levels of dissolved oxygen in the deepest areas. 

Secchi disk, lowered 

into the water on a 

measuring tape to de-

termine water clarity. 

 

ANSWER TO 

BACK PAGE QUESTION 
 

   They are called Langmuir Currents, or 

Streaks. 
 

   Parallel spinning tubes of water form along 

the wind direction.  Where the up-current of two 

tubes meet, zooplankton and plant debris and 

natural surfactants that enable foaming (soap -

like substances 

produced by 

some plants), are 

brought to the 

surface in a 

streak.  Why - 

how! - the water 

decides to start 

making rolls, is 

still a mystery; 

but it plays an 

important role in 

the circulation of 

warmth, algae and zooplankton in the surface 

layers of the lake.  

   Thanks to Scott Williams and Roberta Hill of 

Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program for 
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Waterwise: Changing the Watershed Thru Education 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE   ï DLWA ï   May 2010 

 

   Sixth graders in four towns 

educated their classmates and 

communities about the dangers 

of and alternatives to plastic 

bags through creative inde-

pendent projects. 

   Last winter, staff and volun-

teers from DLWA kicked off 

the projects with an initial 

presentation about plastic 

bags. Students and teachers in 

Jefferson, Washington, Noble-

boro and Somerville then 

chose and implemented their 

own independent projects. 

   ñIt was our idea,ò said 

Kasey, a student at Noble-

boro Central School, describ-

ing what she liked about the 

project.  ñWe got to be crea-

tive and do what we want, 

and we were all involved.ò 

   Kaseyôs class decided to 

decorate reusable cloth bags 

and create an educational 

video telling the story of a 

group of animals that educate 

a human about the dangers of 

plastic litter.      

   Students at Prescott Memo-

rial School in Washington 

wrote and performed a play for 

younger students in their 

school. The play follows Lila 

Litterbug in her transformation 

to Lila Livegreen. Students in 

Washington also created edu-

cational posters, which they 

hung up in the school. 

   Somerville students inter-

viewed employees at the Tri-

County Transfer Station and 

Hannaford.  They combined 

these interviews with photos, 

music and narration into a 

short video.  Somerville stu-

dents also created a diorama 

showing the dangers of plastic 

in the environment. 

   At Jefferson Village School, 

sixth graders decorated reus-

able cloth bags to give away to 

fourth and fifth graders.  Be-

fore they received their bags, 

the younger students watched 

an engaging power point pres-

entation created by the sixth 

graders. 

   Not only did the students 

involved have a chance to edu-

cate others, but they learned 

something themselves as well.  

   ñInstead of using all that 

plastic, we can use cloth,ò said 

Washington student, Madison.  

   ñIt was fun and we learned a 

lot about plastic bags and how 

they donôt help our environ-

ment,ò added Dominick, of 

Nobleboro. 

Nobleboro Central School sixth graders 

Sandy Andrejcak photo 

SIXTH GRADERS TEACH OTHERS ABOUT  

USING LESS PLASTIC 
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 We can mail items for a small 

additional price 

Sorry, we are not set up to accept 

credit cards 

Alewife DVD  Closing the Circle   
historical and new photos of the fish 

and fishery,  $10 donation 
 

Damariscotta Lake T-Shirt 

Loon on White or Gray,  
Youth   S,M,L   $11 

Adult   S, M, L, XL   $13 
 

Midcoast Trails by Midcoast Stewards 

program graduates, 51 trails on land 
trust organization lands, Belfast to 

Sheepscot River.  Maps, distances, 

degree of  

difficulty,  $10 
 

On the Trail  Second edition of Paula 
Robertsõ book of 70 Lincoln County 

trails,  illustrated with Roberts' beauti-

ful color photos.  Trail notes and com-
ments,   $12 

 

DLWA Hat with Logo   

òCarolina Blueó with 

navy DLWA logo, 

one size fits all,  $9  

Maine Lakes 
Photographs by  

Christopher Barnes 

Text by Sarah Stiles 

Bright, 
$15 donation 

 

Chimney Farm Bedtime Stories 
Told by Henry Beston  

and set down by  
Elizabeth Coatsworth,   $14 

 

Northern Farm  

by Henry Beston 

Special fundraising edition  $15 
 

Wind Bird, Gift of the Mist 
An old Passamaquoddy  

Indian legend retold by  

Sarah Stiles Bright 
Illustrated by Gustav Moore, 

$15 

Damariscotta Lake  
Navigation Chart     

17ó x 11ó laminated,  

$12 donation 
 

Color Me Clear   DLWA coloring 
book, includes lots of animals and  

some games,   $2 
 

Decorative Wall Map  16ó x 23ó in  
blue on white,   $6  

 

Postcards  5 1/2ó x 8ó Blue and 
white map of the lake,  2 for $1 

 

DLWA Burgee  19ó long crystal 

white pennant with loon, eagle, 

and òDLWAó letters,   $18 
 

Ice Picks  Thin ice self-rescue.  
Donõt go on the ice without them!   

$16 

http://www.vitalsignsme.org/. 

next step.  Doors open at 6:30 

pm for the public to meet DEP 

invasive species program staff. 
 

   ñLast year DEP staff quaran-

tined the infested cove, hand-

weeded much of the vegeta-

tion, and put lake-bottom bar-

Herbicide  Continued from page 16 

Bucket Scope 
DLWA volunteers made two dozen 

bucket scopes for our lake. 

DLWA SHOP  

riers in place to stop the spread 

of the invasive plant,ò says 

Paul Gregory, an Environ-

mental Specialist with the 

DEP.  ñHowever, because hy-

drilla is the most aggressive of 

all invasive aquatic plants, we 

expect it will rally this summer 

and continue to put the rest of 

Damariscotta Lake at risk.  

Given the situation, we feel 

appropriate use of herbicide 

provides the most effective 

means to prevent its spread 

and allow us better opportunity 

to control this infestation 

manually.ò 

   If left unchecked, hydrilla is 

capable of displacing native 

plants and altering the lakeôs 

habitat. The only other known 

hydrilla infestation in Maine 

exists in Pickerel Pond, a 46-

acre lake in Limerick. 
 

From a DEP Public  

Announcement, May 17, 2010 Maine DEP used rocks to block off 

one of two entrances to the lagoon 

where an infestation of Hydrilla was 

discovered last fall. 

http://www.vitalsignsme.org/
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WATCH FOR THIS NEW  

THREAT TO TREES  
 

   Two years ago, an invasive insect called 

the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) was 

discovered in Worcester, MA, less than 100 miles from the Maine 

border.  Around the country, invasive foreign pests are a growing 

threat to our trees, forests, and way of life.  These insects and dis-

eases come to our country through international trade, sneaking 

their way in on things like contaminated wood packing material or 

infested nursery plants.  Unfortunately, these invasive pests often 

spread widely before they are reported to the authorities.  The 

Asian Longhorned Beetle had apparently been spreading for at 

least 12 years in Worcester before being discovered by a vigilant 

citizen who called the authorities about a ñbugò she did not recog-

nize.  Many of Worcester's trees have been cut down to stop the 

pest from continuing to spread;  and most are at risk. 
 

   With one camping trip, the bug could be carried in and spread 

deep into the heart of New England's forests, with devastating im-

pact.  The Midcoast, with its sizeable influx of summer travelers, 

is particularly vulnerable because ALB moves fastest when trans-

ported by humans.   

   Trees favored by the ALB are pre-

dominantly maples, but infestations 

have also been discovered in horse 

chestnuts, poplars, willows, elms, mul-

berries and black locusts.  Currently 

there is no known chemical or biologi-

cal defense against the ALB and, in 

North America, they have few natural 

predators. The damage is caused by 

beetle larvae, which burrow deep 

within trees to feed.  Continued feed-

ing causes structural defects and eventually kills trees by gir-

dling.  Mature beetles then burrow out of the tree leaving round 

holes the diameter of a ballpoint pen.  Look for holes!  Heavy 

ALB infestations can kill otherwise healthy adult trees.  The ALB 

is very distinctive in appearance because it is more than an inch 

long, shiny black and has long black and white antennae.   

   For insect and tree disease questions, or to report a suspicious 

insect, contact the Maine Forest Service Insect and Disease Lab at 

287-2431. For more information, visit the Maine Forest Service 

website at http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/. 
Adapted from an article written by Donna Minnis, Executive Director of the 

Pemaquid Watershed Association 

DLWA HUNTING  

PERMITS 
Hunting Permits for the Moun-

tain Road preserves must be 

obtained annually, first come 

first served. 

There is no fee and DLWA 

membership is not required.  

To help us manage the re-

source, we ask that you send 

us a postcard at the end of the 

season, reporting on your 

hunting experience. 

Deer: Sept 1, 12 permits 

Turkey :  March 1, 24 permits 

ON THE LAND 

CHIMNEY FARM 

NEWS 
 

   Volunteers and staff went 

back to the farm in April to 

have another go at clearing the 

field.  Spectrum Generations 

provided willing hands, a deli-

cious lunch enjoyed under the 

big oak by the 

writerôs shack, 

with conversa-

tion and gentle 

guitar music 

fro m D y la n 

Cook. 

TRAILS  
   Celebrate National Trails 

Day Saturday, June 5, by help-

ing maintain trails in the West 

Branch Preserve on Mountain 

Road in Jefferson and Somer-

ville.  Volunteers will clear 

brush, cut blow downs, set a 

kiosk and build bog bridges.  

Training will be provided. 

Bring your own gloves, lop-

pers and saws if you have 

them.      See page 14 

Asian Longhorned Beetle 
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   Sandy Buck used to have nightmares that 

his familyôs land on Damariscotta Lake in No-

bleboro was covered with roads and houses.  

His nightmare has lost some of its strength 

since his family decided to protect the land 

they care so much about.  Buckôs family do-

nated a conservation easement to DLWA. 

   ñWe were trying to think several genera-

tions down the road,ò Buck said. ñThat lake 

has been part of our lives for 43 years.  It 

really is the place where we all go to recon-

nect with our family.ò 

   The Bucks still own the property, and they 

spend summers there the way they have for 

years.  They still have the freedom to live on 

their land and harvest timber on the property. 

They just canôt subdivide or build houses, and 

neither can anyone who inherits or buys the 

property in the future. 

   ñFor people who have a sense of steward-

ship, easements 

play an impor-

tant role,ò said 

Jim Olson, who, 

with his family, 

donated ease-

ments to DLWA 

on three of his 

Nobleboro prop-

erties. 
 

  

Maintaining ownership 

   ñYou still own the property,ò Olson 

stressed. ñYou still have the right to the prop-

erty.ò  Every easement is different, and there 

is an opportunity, within reason, for landown-

ers to tailor the easement restrictions to their 

own needs and desires. 

   Buckôs connection to Damariscotta Lake 

goes back to his time as a camper, counselor 

and director of Camp Kieve.  His family has 

been summering on the lake for many years.  

The Olsons moved to Maine full-time to get 

LAND PROTECTION:  

ñTHINKING SEVERAL GENERATIONS DOWN THE ROAD.ò 
By Julia Davis 

away from the rapid 

development of Long 

Island, NY.  Now Buck 

is the President of 

Maine Audubon and 

Olson is mostly retired 

from the dental practice 

he started in Damaris-

cotta. 
 

Financial Benefits 

   Many donors of con-

servation easements do 

so to protect a place 

they care deeply about. 

But there can also be financial benefits to donat-

ing an easement. Donors may be able to take a 

charitable deduction on their income taxes; and 

property and estate taxes can be reduced.  A con-

servation easement is a legal document that runs 

with the title in perpetuity, limiting the use of the 

property. 

   Paula Ursoy is a second generation owner of 

another protected property.  She and her husband, 

Joe, bought Meadow Lark Farm in Newcastle af-

ter the previous owners had placed an easement 

on the land and house. 

   ñItôs not as bad as people think,ò Ursoy said, 

adding that the easement still allows freedom.  

Ursoy, who re-launched Cornerstone Appraisal 

Company in Damariscotta after moving to Maine 

in 2006, said she was drawn to the house because 

of its historic nature, proximity to the water and 

privacy.  The easement reduced the property 

value, making it more affordable to the Ursoys; 

and it provided another benefit to them as well. 

  ñWe wanted the security that nothing was going 

to change,ò Ursoy said. 

   Olson, for one, does not regret his familyôs deci-

sion. ñI did the right thing. It gives me a good 

feeling,ò Olson said. ñIf everybody would leave 

the planet a little better, weôd all be better off.ò 

   Contact DLWA for more information about 

land protection. 

Thanks to forward-thinking land-

owners, a good part of scenic 

Deep Cove in Nobleboro is pro-

tected from development. 

Several of DLWAôs easements 

protect working woodlands. 
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AMONG 
THE 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF DLWA?  
DLWA, P.O. Box 3, Jefferson, ME 04348 

Regular       $25   Name _______________________________________________ 

Family       $40 Address _____________________________________________ 

Supporting      $75 Town, State, Zip  ______________________________________ 

Patron               $100 Summer Address (if different): ___________________________  

Sponsor              $250 ____________________________________________________  

Sustaining Member      $1,000 ____________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________ Email ______________________________________________ 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP  
From ________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Want more information about DLWA and its programs? 

_____Check here if you are interested in volunteering with DLWA.  We need volunteers to help out 

at educational projects, the annual meetings, trail work, mailings, etc.  Are you too isolated at your 

little piece of the lake?  Come meet some other folks and make a difference for our lake 
DLWA is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization in accordance with IRS code 

PLANNED GIVING  
    

   One way to support 

DLWAôs work on behalf of 

the lake is by leaving a chari-

table bequest in your will or 

trust.  Your estate planner is 

your guide to the many ways 

to give DLWA substantial 

support, while improving your 

own financial status. 
 

   We will be giving more in-

formation about planned giv-

ing in future issues; but thereôs 

no need to wait!  Look into the 

alternatives and make a gift to 

the lake you love, through 

Damariscotta Lake Watershed 

Association. 
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Karen & Robert George 
Marie & Art Getchell 
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          Greenland 
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Jim Hartenstein 

John & Carol Hartman 
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Jeff Hazeltine & 
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George & Fairfax Hering 
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Margaret Hodgkins 

Emily Anne &  
William Holly 
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Abrell 
(Continued on page 9) 

MEMBERS 

THANKS TO MEMBERS RENEWED FOR 2010  

DLWAôs website will 
soon be reorganized and 

updated.  www.dlwa.org 


