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Driving past rolling hay fields and thick for-
ests. Skiing or snowmobiling in the crisp, cold
white silence. Waking up to bird song. Breath
ing in the scent of new life in spring. Following
the footsteps of some mysterious critter. Diving
under the surface of cool, clean lake wate
Catching a fish in early morning. Getting 8
glimpse of a snapping turtle, or a coyote, or
deer.

| f youbve marveled i
ences, you might understand why we do what Davis Stream

do here at the Damariscotta Lake Watershed Agies. For those of us who live here and for those
sociation. Our missioni to enhance the quality \who visit, it is the rural character that makes
of life for natural and human residents in the waygine unique. It is because working forests and
tershedi drives us to protect the special placege|ds remain alongside development that our
where we can still be alone with nature, learn gmajl towns still seem like small Maine towns:
few of her secrets and still be left with plenty of Hyere at DLWA we want to maintain the rural
mysteries to keep us interested. landscape through protecting land from develop-
“Maine is rich with natural resources. Fromnent. There are many benefits to towns, local
fish to wood to blueberries and potatoes, Wgsidents and visitors to protecting open land.
have a long tradition of resourbased indus- Haying land set aside as open space protects wa-
N ter quality, supports local resourbased indus-

' tries, promotes public access and contributes to
the quality of place that draws many residents
and tourists to Maine. Open space in a town pro-
vides these benefits and more while requiring
little money be spent on town services such as
schools, roads, waste disposal and law enforce-
ment.

Public access land provides areas for all of us
to breath fresh air and recreate, opportunities for
our children and grandchildren to experience the
outdoors, and places to hunt and fish. Working
farms and forests support the local economy.

DLWA has worked since 1995 to protect a net-

(Continued on pag4)
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TWELVE RIVERS
COLLABORATIVE

In the last issue ofhe Wa-
tershedwe introduced the con-
cept of voluntary private land
preservation on a regional
scale. By joining forces to
form the Twelve Rivers Col-
laborative, the individual land
trusts are able to efficiently

share resources and informa-

tion; and fAbun
are able to attract funding
more easily than individual
projects.

A grant from Horizon Foun-
dation has funded the pditne
consultants, coordinator Mar-
cel Polak, and ecologist Janet
McMabhon.

The Collaborative plans,
among many other things, to
create an overarching plan for
concepts and themes of re-
gional conservation, establish
criteria for selecting individual
land parcels, provide outreach
and education, and, eventually,
finalize easements and land
acquisition.

With open land being de-
stroyed by development at
ever increasing speed in Mid

WOODCOCK and WOOD DUCKS

and FROGS and ¢é.

Woodcock and their habitat needs got attentigh a visit from
Dan McAuley,research wildlife biologist with the USGS Patuxent
Wildlife Research CenteWith woodcock populations in decline,
there is help for landowners who want to improve their properties
for the benefit of this colorful, chubby resident of old fields and
alder runs. DLWA is hoping to improve woodcock habitat on the
West Branch Preserve.

DLWAGOGSs annua
outing will occurApril 13 (se

age, 7& This n?aerobg: Pc{iv
13 conSists ofr\)/vange%ng arou
in cars in early evening, st
ping at likely places to open t
windows and listen for the bir
doing their wonderful aerial di
play. If we find an active ma

in a comfortable spot, we sOoM@yoodcockd Timberdoodie
times sit on the grass and enjpyoto: wildlife Management Institute
the evening. Owls or coyotes timberdoodle.com
might call, too.

Another animal with similar habitat requirements is ¢nean-
geredNew England Cottontail. Although they were probably in
Midcoast Maine originally, now the only confirmed population is
in the southern tip of Maine. They require brushy habitat, which
is often not a favorite with landowners. The same habitat manage-
ment methods can benefit woodcock, bunnies and song birds
whose populations are declinjrand many other species.

The third species of interest is the wood duck, topic of a presen-
tation byWildlife Biologist Kendall Marden of the Maine Depart-
ment of I nland Fisheries and Wi
tific name means fwaterbird in
harvested for their tasty meat and decorative feathers; and trees
with nesting cavities along waterways were cut down. By the be-

coast Maine, this initiative
gives hope for saving the
beauty, rural character and

public access to natural land
that not only benefits us, but
lures the visitors who contrib-
ute so much to our municipal
and state financial wellbeing.

To learn more about why the
is an the urgent need for land
preservation, see Wildlands

ginning of the 1900s wood ducks had
virtually disappeared. Now wood duck
populations are recovering, due to
hunting restrictions, habitat conserva-
fltion and marmade nesting boxes.

* |Marden coordinates the waterfowl nest
- {box program, through which IF&W

_ustaff and local volunteers, including
DLWA, maintain and gather data on
hundreds of waterfowl nesting boxes

and Woodlands (www.
wildlandsandwoodlands.org)

Marty Welt holds a woodon approximately 90 wetlands each
duck eqgg. winter.
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VERNAL POOLS are DLWA6S NEW FOCUS AREA REPOR

al so on DL WAO s p r LANB CONSERVATION PROGRAM

list. Amphibians are havingla Seeking some guidance on where to focus our land protection
hard time with environmental time and energy, DLW
changes brought on by hu- enlisted Ecologist Mar e i s
mans. DLWA plans two vel- Ward to identify fOCUS al feuussres v
nal pool happenings. Mark eas for conservatio ;

Ward, vernal pool expert will These focus areas we t

give a presentation at the chosen based on crite
DLWA office. (See page 7) including proximity of
Later, when the little beasts conserved land, protecti
themsel ves t hi sfknajor tribuaries to
can go on an eve lake, wetlands, aquifer
ning expedition tc large undeveloped bloc
witness  their ™" and wildlife habitat. Mar
spring  rituals. collected field data o

(Contact DLWA ™ natural communities in tk
if you want be notified of the watershed, and he drew
date.) | available data from pa
For some reason, spring inventories and state age .

peepers are not greatly dis- cies. The report include
turbed by sneaky people with field observations, recor 4 :
flashlights, so we should be mendations for priorit Eee.
able to watch them sing. |If areas for protection, and ===

you can call N BefigsofénBps.0 a song.

HOOKED ON FISHING

Last year, children and their
mentors had a fun day fishing
on the lake. Boats, adult vol-
unteers, lunch and other activi-
ties made for a really nice out-
compass. DLWA voluntee ing on Damariscotta Lake.

and staff offer a variety of fu Almost everyone caught a fish.
and educational programs SAILING PROGRAM The program is being

throughout the year in the Nervous about capsizing? planned again for this summer.
West Branch Preserve and the The Youth Sailing Camp lets  See you on the lake, kids!
Davis Stream Preserve. kids practice scrambling to
safety when a
downo. Al t hou
dents will not be intentionally
exposed to rough weather, it
can happen; an
fidence builder to do the drill.

FMI contact Central Lincoln
County YMCA (5633477) or
DLWA.

Jefferson Village Schoc
eighth graders followed an ori
enteering course at We
Branch Preservefinding their
way between different marke
points with just a map ar

con-
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CONGRESS RENEWS A TAX INCENTIVE
TO HELP YOU CONSERVE YOUR LAND

Congress recently renewed, through 2011, an incentive that en-
hances the tax benefits of donating a conservation agreement. |If
you own land with important natural or historic resources, donat-
ing a voluntary conservation agreement can be one of the smartest
ways to conserve the land you love, while maintaining your pri-
vate property rights and possibly realizing significant federal tax
benefits. These new incentives make it easier for average Ameri-
cans, including working family farmers and ranchers, to donate
the development rights on their land.

These changes allow many modest income landowners to deduct
much more than they could under the old rules, bringing increased
fairness to the tax code.

The incentives:

Old mill site, DLWA West Branch

Preserve Al Railsback photo i Raise the maximum deduction you can take for donating a vol-
untary conservation agreement fr80%6 of your adjusted gross
(Land Protectiortontinued from income (AGI) t050%;

1) . :
Peoe | Allow you to deductip to100% of your Adjusted Gross In-

work of land within _the W_at?”' come if you qualify as a farmer or rancher; and
shed for water quality, wildlife i h ber of hich ke ded
habitat, public access, and the ncrease the number of years over which you can take deduc-

preservation of the rural char- tonsfrom 6 years to16 years

acter of the area. This includes

not just shorefront but also WHAT DO YOU NEED TOKNOW TO ENTER INTO AVOLUNTARY

: CONSERVATION AGREEMENT? HERE ARE THE FACTS:

land surrounding the headwa- A \ountary conservation agreemeatso known as a conserva-

ters of streams that feed (o easement, is a legal agreement between a landowner and a

Damariscotta Lake. But We nonorqfit land trust, like the Damariscotta Lake Watershed Asso-

still have much more to do. ciation, or government agency that permanently limits uses of the
We focus this issue oThe |34 in order to protect important conservation values. It allows

Watershedon land protection v, 1o continue to own and use your land and to sell it or pass it
because it is central to our mis-

sion. As a watershed associa- (Continued on pags)
tion, we see connections in
relation to water. |If rain that |fil remember a walk on the Fiore land, along rattling Davis
falls on your land ends up in|Stream, spring wildflowers everywhere, few signs of others
Damariscotta Lake, you live in | before me, clear water over tannirstained rocks, a few casts
our watershed, whose area en-with my imaginary fly rod, on to the CMP powerline clearing
compasses 57 square miles inand the climb, hand over hand, from rock to stump, lichen or
the towns of Jefferson, New- |flower quickly observed, anything to grab hold of, finally to
castle, Nobleboro, Somerville |the top. One of the many interesting trips to the DLWA

and Washington. You are amount ain properties. 0

part of that, and we thank you Joe Gray, educational naturalist extraordinaire, wrote in support of
for all you do to be good stew- | land preservation. He walked/scrambled on the West Branch Pre-
ards of the land. serve, donated to DLWA by Mary and Joe Fiore.
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(IncentiveSontinued from pag4)
on to heirs.
When you enter into a voluntary conservation ag

owners also wild.l be bo
The land trust is responsible for making sure the tg
of the agreement are followed.

Voluntary conservation agreements vary wid
For example, an agreement to protect rare wil s
habitat might prohibit any development there, while
one to protect the scenic and historic values of a farm might allow continued fa
ing and the building of additional agricultural structures. An agreement may apply to just a portion of
the property and need not require public access.

A conservation donation requires not only a willing dohot also a qualified conservation organi-
zation to accept the donation. That organization needs to be able to show that the donation closely
fits its particular charitable mission.

A voluntary conservation agreement can help a landowner pass on land intact to the next genera-
tion. By limiting the land's development potential, the agreement lowers its market value, which in
turn lowers estate tax and property taxes. Whether the agreement is donated during life or by will, it
can make a critical difference in the heirs' ability to keep the land intact. If a conservation agreement
benefits the public by permanently protecting important conservation resources, and meets other fed-
eral tax code requirements, it can qualify as adeductible charitable donation. The amount of the
donation is the difference between the land's appraised value with the agreement and its value without
the agreement.

To qualify as a charitable donatjoa conservation agreement must be permanent and meet other
specific requirements. A landowner should get professional financial planning and legal advice before
making such a major donation.

To learn more about protecting your land with a voluntary conservation agreement, contact the
Damariscotta Lake Watershed Association at24F3836 or diwa@roadrunner.com.
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IN MEMORIAM GIFTS  : EIN HONOR OF:

: Les Rowntree- a donation for the sailing progranom his

: brother Rowan Rowntree

Bob Lord - from his daughter Jennifer Gallogly :
And a BIRTHDAY GIFT to Mary Johnson from Moira Dawson :
to be used for hydrilla control :

: Dr. Reid Porter

: Robert Richey (’ZE@L&;{

: Ethel Kennedy
: Doris Buckner
: Alice Irvine

: Peggy & Bob Lord - Thank you! :

: Margaret Allen T i

: Harold & Rebecca Shorb

: Anne Dorman Hope : MIKE MISKOVSKY

: Hemlock Park Assoc. : Gift from the Trust of the late Mike Miskovsky

: Howard Whitcomb His cotrustees Ellen Miskovsky Kentz, Anne Miskovsky Cekuta

Fesssnnnnnnnsssssnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns : and Mark S. Miskovsky wrote in the letter accompanying the gift,

AOur father was a fierce defend
WISH LIST history understands patriotism, but rather in the belief that as

v Pontoon boaty Canoe v Americans we have a common duty to enhance the natural ecosys-
Shades for office windows» tems of our country. To that end, he and our mother were loyal
Spotting scope and tripode supporters of the Damariscotta Lake Watershed Association and

Trailer to haul 2,000b tractor through the years were pleased (although he let it be known when

v Office supplies and lumber he_ wanted tougher enforcement of motorboat _wake restrictions!)

(check with us first)w with the advancements made by the Association to promote the
stewardship of the entire water:

: West Branch Preserve, build a

s frame for a ACour
l nspector on Dutyo
boat launch, and construct a
shed to house CBI materials.

Brad is deeply involved with
church and community service
activities. He is a church trus-

The newest member of
DLWAG6s Board o
Brad Craig of Jefferson. Brad
first got involved with DLWA
through volunteering as a

courtesy boat inspector at thet

boat launch on Bunker Hill e~ RNING

Road. He joined the board in =

2010. l o tee for the Second Congrega-
Brad is interested in preserv- ‘ tional Church in Newcastle

ing the quality of life in the NEW DIRECTOR and has led youth group ser-

area and in trying to help fos- BRAD CRAIG vice trips for many years with
ter understanding between na his wife, Susie.
tive Mainers and those from a home they had bought nearly Her e at DL WA, webd

away. He joined the board a decade earlier. The couple to have Brad on the board. Do
because he lives near the lakehas two grown daughters and you think you or someone you

and enjoys it, and he wants to two grandchildren. know would be a good fit for
make a contribution in his re-  Though retired, Brad keepst he DL WA boar d?
tirement. busy with hobbies and volun- ways looking for dedicated

After a career as an engineerteer activities.  He enjoys board members to help direct
in the railroad and rail transit woodworking; and he has used the organization into the fu-
industry, Brad retired and his skills to create a lovely ture. Contact us at 249
moved with his wife in 2007 to sign for the parking lot of the 3836 for more information.
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Damariscotta Lake Watershed Association (Midcoast Stewardsontinued from page)
38 Lake Farm Circle, natural and cultural resources of Midcoast Maine.
P.O. Box 3 Jefferson, ME 04348 The 46hour curriculum includes coastal ecology,
Phone: 205493836, Fax: 20:5649-3852 Wabanaki culture, geologic history, sustainable
www.dlwa.org Email: diwa@roadrunner.confisheries management, birds, water quality moni-

Executive Director Al Railsback toring, estuarine studies and much more. The
Administrative Secretary Nancy Holmes course finishes with a trip to Monhegan Island for
Stewardship Coordinator and Educator a natural history tour.
Julia McLeod Midcoast Steward Alumnus Dick Harris says,
il found the Midcoast St e

Code Enforcement Officers
Jefferson, Newcastle, Nobleboro
Stanley Waltz 3809873
Somerville Michael Dostie 549353
Washington Bob Temple 9932512
Maine Warden Service Joey R. Lefebvre,
Warden Call Maine State Polic&-800-452

able in appreciating the complex and interrelated
environmental issues of our region as well as
gaining knowledge of the many opportunities
available to help in the preservation of our Mid-
coast ecosystem. o

This year, the Midcoast
Stewards Program  will

4664 .

Damariscotta Lake State Park 5497600 meet April 19 through
May 24 on Tuesdays and

FYYYYVYIVIVIYVIVVYFYFFVYVIVY VY ThUI‘SdayS from 5 30 tO

Wood diﬁhﬁggﬁsndoEicliz)/gi/Np:;stentation 8:00 p.m., as well as a few
_ _ Saturdays from 9:00 a.m.
by Kendall Marden: Tues., March 15, 3:30 to 3:00 p.m. Class format

4:30 p.m. at the DLWA office. ) includes lectures and discussions as well as many
Vernal pools presentation by Mark Ward: field trips and handen experiences. Participants
Wed., March 16, 6:30:30 p.m. at the DLwA <€ TIPS a PeTiences. pant
will learn directly from professionals from a vari-

office. e . . :

How to Lead an IPP Plant PaddleMon., ety of organizations, including Damariscotta Lake
March 28, 10 a.r2 p.m. at the Volunteer Watershed Association and other local land trusts,
Lake Monitoring Program Brackett Center, ~ Scientists from the Darling Marine Center, the
Auburn. Please RSVP. Maine Department of Marine Resources, and the

A peek into woodcock nuptials Wed., April Maine Geological Survey. After completing the
13, 6:30 p.m. starting from the DLWA office. course, participants commit to a minimum of 40

Vernal pool exploration: Date to be deter- hours of volunteer service with a conservation
mined. Email Julia@dlwa.org for more infor- organization of their choice, within the next year,
mation. for the protection of Midcoast Maine's natural and

View Scope Clinic Sat., April 30, 9 a.m3 cultural resources.

p.m. at the Volunteer Lake Monitoring Pro- The program application deadline is April 12.

gram Brackett Center, Auburn. Please RSVP. The fee for the 40 hour course is $100 payable to

Courtesy Boat Inspector training Sat., May . . _y )
21 from 9:3610:30 a.m. at the Nobleboro the Damariscotta River Association (DRA). Ap

Town Office. Please RSVP. plications and the program brochure can be ob-
Paddle to Bird Watch on Davis Streamied tained by contacting the DRA at 26631393
by ornithologist Tom Arter. May 22,41 or dra@draclt.org For more information, contact

a.m. Meet at Damariscotta Lake State Park. Sarah Gladu at DRA.

'Correctlon Apologies to Paul Huber and Donna Brooks! The last newsletter incorrectly named
them Donna and Paul Huber. They are not relatives, but business partners at Brooks Farm N/Iarlne
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