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What are invasive species?
ÅPlants or animals from ñaway,ò 

meaning they are not native to 

the waterbody

ÅHave the ability to outcompete 

native species

ÅSpread many ways, including:
ÅBoats

ÅJetskis

ÅTrailers

ÅAnchors

ÅFishing gear

ÅFelt-soled waders

ÅBait

ÅDumped aquariums

ÅWater gardens

ÅWaterfowl

ÅWildlife



Impacts of Invasive Plants
ÅOutcompete and displace 

native plants and animals

ÅImpair recreational activities 

ÅCause decline in water 

quality

ÅLoss of wildlife habitat

ÅNegative impacts on state 

and local economies

ÅLower property values

ÅHundreds of millions spent 

annually to combat invasive 

species 

ÅMillions or billions of dollars in 

damages annually



INVASIVE AQUATIC PLANTS

DOCUMENTED IN MAINE

Curly-leaf Pondweed

(2)

Hydrilla (2)

Variable Water-Milfoil

(25)

European Naiad (1)

Hybrid Variable 

Leaf Milfoil (2)

Eurasian Water-Milfoil

(1)



Damariscotta: 

4,686 acres

Pickerel: 49 acres










