
Damariscotta Lake

Invasive Plant Survey

Top 10 Survey Tips



Your Mission . . . 
Rule Out Presence of Target 

Invaders
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The                   
Challenge

It is virtually impossible to be 100% thorough in 
ones search
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Weather and Light Conditions 
Are Not Always Conducive 



Limits of 
Time 
and 

Energy



Some Plant Communities Are  
Dense and Expansive



Some Lakes are Entirely 
Littoral



You may not be able to see it all . . . 



But there are ways to maximize 
the efficiency and accuracy of you 

surveys



Time your survey to coincide with the most 
favorable viewing conditions

TIP #1



Factors that Impede Your Ability 
to See Below the Water Surface

�‡ Not enough light
�‡ Too much light (in the form of surface 

glare or backlighting)
�‡ Wind causing disturbance of the 

surface
�‡ Reduced water clarity due to algal 

blooms
�‡ Turbidity caused by a recent storm 

event or excessive boat traffic


